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Terrestrial Natural Heritage Terrestrial Natural Heritage 
System StrategySystem Strategy



The Living City ObjectivesThe Living City Objectives

•Healthy Rivers and Shorelines

••Regional BiodiversityRegional Biodiversity

•Sustainable Communities

•Business Excellence



The Challenge
• Incremental loss of natural 

cover

• Incremental loss of terrestrial 
biodiversity

• Loss of quality of remaining 
habitat



1111 Species

418 Species









Target Setting & Target Setting & 
System Design ModelSystem Design Model



What the Science Tells UsWhat the Science Tells Us
To protect biodiversity we need to:To protect biodiversity we need to:

•• Provide more natural coverProvide more natural cover

•• Improve the distribution of natural cover Improve the distribution of natural cover 
throughout the watershedsthroughout the watersheds

•• Improve the quality of natural cover (size, Improve the quality of natural cover (size, 
shape and connectivity)shape and connectivity)



Criteria Employed in the ModelCriteria Employed in the Model
EcologicallyEcologically--based Criteriabased Criteria

–– Existing Habitat ConditionExisting Habitat Condition
–– Interior ForestInterior Forest
–– Distance of Forest to WetlandDistance of Forest to Wetland
–– Distance of Wetland to ForestDistance of Wetland to Forest
–– Distance from urban areasDistance from urban areas
–– Distance from natural areasDistance from natural areas
–– Distance from roadsDistance from roads
–– Distance to waterDistance to water

Planning/Ownership CriteriaPlanning/Ownership Criteria

–– PSWPSW
–– ANSIANSI
–– ESAESA
–– Regulated areasRegulated areas
–– TRCA PropertyTRCA Property
–– Oak Ridges MoraineOak Ridges Moraine
–– GreenbeltGreenbelt
–– Niagara EscarpmentNiagara Escarpment
–– Rouge ParkRouge Park







Landscape Analysis Landscape Analysis –– ComparisonComparison
(Forest and Wetlands)(Forest and Wetlands)



A GRAND VISION IS REQUIRED

Its time to signal that 
sustainable 
communities are built 
on a foundation of 
environmental integrity 
that includes clean 
water, clean air, and 
diverse plant and animal 
communities
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